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Endangered Species Project Introduction

Dear Students,


Biodiversity is important to our planet.  One of the factors helping the stability of the planet is the great diversity of species, both of plants and animals.  Currently species of animals are disappearing at the fastest rate ever in the history of man.  Taking steps to protect these species is important to the future of mankind, because once species are extinct they cannot be replaced or remade.  It is possible that the future existence of the human race, or at least the quality of human life, depends upon what can be done to protect organisms from extinction.


By Monday, November 26, each student is to choose an endangered species.  This species may be plant or animal (although, for research purposes, it is easier to get information on the animals).  The only two requirements are that the species be endangered and unique (not being studied by any other student).  The teacher must approve your endangered species!  Approval is first come, first serve! Choose a few possibilities in case it is already taken.  Turn in a sheet of paper with the student name, date, period, and the organism’s common name.  If an endangered species is not picked by Monday, November 26 2001, the teacher will pick one for the student.  It must be on a sheet of paper and turned in prior to the bell ringing in class on Monday.

Class is meeting in the Computer Lab Monday - Friday to conduct Internet research and answer the following questions interactively, learn Inspiration, design the chemical pamphlets using MS Word and develop Power Point presentations. It is important that the student is in class every day to learn the programs and work on the project.  In addition, the computers in Mr. Bass’ room are available Tuesday - Thursday after school, 3:05 – 4:00.

The questions that need to be answered are: 

1.) Name of endangered species? 

2.) Scientific name of species?

3.) Where does the species live (geographical range)?  Give some history (if applicable).  What type of habitat does it live in?

4.) What niche (role) does the species play in the ecosystem?  (Is it a producer, consumer, predator, prey etc.)  Why is it important to save this species from extinction?  Are other species dependent upon this species?

5.) What are the causes of the species being endangered? 

6.) What can be done to protect the species from extinction?

7.) Minimum of 3 references listed (bibliography: books, complete web-sites, journals, etc.)

8.) Pictures of the organism, its habitat, and its geographical range.  Save these to the student’s hard disk or a floppy.

Schedule:

11/19
Monday – Students are given this ditto (Project Introduction).

11/26
Monday – Project has been pre-approved.  Student is interactively conducting Internet search.

11/27
Tuesday – Students are introduced to Inspiration via written instruction, rubric and a demonstration.  Students begin organizing research information in Inspiration.

11/28
Wednesday – Students are introduced to MS Word 2000 via written instruction, rubric and a demonstration. Students begin designing chemical pamphlet by following teacher’s directions.

11/29
Thursday – Students are introduced to Power Point via written instruction, rubric and a demonstration. Students begin creating slide presentation in Power Point.

11/30
Friday – Students will continue working on projects.

12/17
Monday – Students begin presentations of Inspiration and PowerPoint.  Pamphlets are also due this date.

To save pictures from the Internet
1.) Right click on the picture.

2.) Click on the “Save as”

3.) Name the picture and save it on the floppy disk, or better, save to the network drive.

All of these resources are on Mr. Bass’ Web Site, just a click away!!!!!

http://ecologymd.tripod.com/
Look under Environmental Links and Chapter 5 (Click on Endangered Species Project).

Possible search engines/directories:

All-In-One Search
http://www.allonesearch.com
AltaVista
http://www.altavista.com
Ask Jeeves
http://www.aj.com
Bear Search
http://bowiehigh.elpaso.k12.tx.us/srh.html
DirectHit
http://www.directhit.com
Dogpile
http://www.dogpile.com
Excite
http://www.excite.com
FindWhat
http://www.findwhat.com
Go2.Net
http://www.click.go2net.com
Google
http://www.google.com
Goto.Com
http://www.goto.com
HotBot
http://www.HotBot.com
Infoseek
http://www.infoseek.go.com
Kanoodle
http://www.kanoodle.com
LinkStar
http://www.linkstar.com
LookSmart
http://www.looksmart.com
Lycos
http://www.lycos.com
MetaCrawler
http://www.metacrawler.com
Momma.com
http://www.momma.com
Savvy Search
http://www.savvysearch.com
Snap
http://www.snap.com
Yahoo
http://www.yahoo.com
Endangered Species Resources:

Mr. Bass’ Environmental Links
http://ecologymd.tripod.com/environment_links.htm
Fish & Wildlife’s US Species Listing
http://endangered.fws.gov/wildlife.html#Species
Fish & Wildlife’s Foreign Endangered Species
http://ecos.fws.gov/webpage/webpage_foreign.html?&listings=0
EPA Endangered Species Picture Book
http://www.epa.gov/espp/coloring/
EPA Endangered Species Map

http://www.epa.gov/espp/usa-map.htm
EPA Endangered Species Protection Program
http://www.epa.gov/espp/
Fish & Wildlife’s Endangered Species
http://endangered.fws.gov/
IUCN Red List

http://www.redlist.org/
World Species List
http://species.enviroweb.org/countries/ooous.html
WWF Top Ten

http://www.personal.psu.edu/users/m/a/mac258/research1/
Species Information

University of Michigan’s Animal Diversity Web

http://animaldiversity.ummz.umich.edu/index.html/
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