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Laboratory Investigation

1 the changing atmosphere



Introduction










Materials (per student)


Procedure








5.

	


	
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LAB NOTEBOOK:  Investigation 1
Prediction:  ____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Data Analysis:

1. According to the information provided, what gas has made up the largest portion of Earth’s atmosphere for most of Earth’s history?

2. How does the appearance of photosynthetic plants relate to the increase in atmospheric oxygen and the decrease in carbon dioxide?

3. If the trends seen in the graph continue, what will happen in the next epoch?

4. Compare the Earth’s atmosphere with Mars and Venus.  Both of those planets atmospheres are primarily made of carbon dioxide.  Why?

5. How do changes in atmospheric composition throughout Earth’s history illustrate the relationship between living and nonliving parts of the environment?
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