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Tectonic Plates HO

Tectonic Plates:  Several large, movable plates that compose the lithosphere.  These plates float on the molten rock (magma) that forms the interior of the Earth and are moved with the energy of internal convection currents.  There are 4 plate interactions:

1. Plate Collision:   Two plates collide head on pushing one of the plates upward.

2. Transformed Faults: Two plates slide past each other.

3. Subduction:  One plate slides under another plate.

4. Sea Floor Spreading:  Molten material reaches the surface and moves two plates apart.

	Type of interaction
	Diagram
	Effects
	Example

	Plate Collision


	((
	Results in Mountains

Earthquakes
	Himalayas

	Transformed Faults
	(
(
	Earthquakes are common
	San Andreas Fault

	Subduction
	((
	Pressure and Friction melts the lower plate

Forms Volcanoes

Causes Earthquakes
	“Ring of Fire”

	Sea Floor Spreading
	((
	New Land is formed

Mid-Ocean ridges
	Mid-Atlantic Ridge


Magma:  liquid rock.
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