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Expeditions In Discovery Activity

AMUNDSEN, ROALD ENGELBERGT GRAVNING. (1872-1928) 

Norwegian polar explorer. 

1897-99: - Takes part in Adrien de Gerlache de Gomery’s Antarctic expedition. 

1903-06: - Makes first successful navigation of the Northwest Passage; locates North Magnetic Pole. 

1910-12: - Leads first successful expedition to the South Pole, just ahead of British expedition under Robert Falcon Scott. 

1918-20: - Sails from Norway via the Northeast Passage to Alaska. 

1926: - Flies over the North Pole with Lincoln Ellsworth and Umberto Nobile, completing the flight from Europe to North America. 

1928: - Killed in an airplane crash in the Arctic while engage in search for Nobile. 

BYRD, RICHARD EVELYN. (1888-1957) 

American naval officer; aviator; polar explorer. 

1924-25: - Commands aircraft squadron in Arctic expedition; makes first flight over the Greenland Icecap. 

1926: - From Spitsbergen, he makes first flight over the North pole. 

1929-30: - First Byrd Antarctic Expedition: he explores Antarctica from the air; sights Rockefeller Mountains; establishes Little America; makes first flight over the South Pole. 

1933-35: - Second 13vrd Antarctic Expedition: he winters alone more than 100 miles inland from the main base camp on the coast; charts Marie Byrd Land and Edsel Ford Mountains. 

1939-41: - Leads U.S. Navy's expedition to Antarctica, the U.S. Antarctic Service Expedition. 

1947-48: - Commands largest polar expedition in history, Operation High Jump; makes another flight over the South Pole; his reconnaissance reveals hundreds of peaks and Bunger Oasis. 

1956-57: - Chief adviser to Operation Deep Freeze and U.S. Antarctic research for International Geophysical Year. 

BRIDGER, JAMES (Jim Bridger). (1804-1881) 

American fur trapper; scout; guide in the West. 

1822-23: - Fur trapper with General William Henry Ashley’s first expedition up the Missouri and into the Rockies. 

1823-24: - Takes part in Ashley’s second fur-trading expedition to the North Rockies under Major Andrew Henry. 

1824-25: - Explores northern Utah; explores Great Salt Lake. 

1826-34: - Fur trapper in northern Rockies with Jedediah Smith and Louis Vasquez; also explores and traps for the Sublette brothers’ Rocky Mountain Fur Company. 

1843: - Establishes Fort Bridger in southwestern Wyoming. 

1849-50: - Guides Captain Howard Stansbury’s expedition to the Wasatch Mountains of Utah; explores Cheyenne Pass and Bridger’s Pass. 

1855-56: - Guide for Irish big-game hunter Sir George Gore’s expedition into Rockies and Northern Plains. 

1859-60: - Serves as guide for Captain William F. Raynolds’ expedition. 

1861: - Leads Berthoud party on trek to blaze new wagon route from Denver, Colorado to the Great Salt Lake in Utah. 

1864: - Blazes trail north from Colorado, west of Wyoming’s Bighorn Mountains, to southwestern Montana, as alternate route to Bozeman Trail. 

1866: - Conducts survey of Bozeman Trail north from Colorado for U.S. government; takes part in survey for Union Pacific Railroad. 

CARSON, CHRISTOPHER HOUSTON (Kit Carson). (1809-1868) 

American frontiersman and guide in the West. 

1829-31: - Undertakes overland trade expedition from Taos, New Mexico to central California. 

1831-32: - Explores Old Spanish Trail into Utah’s Great Basin region. 

1832-40: - Traps and hunts in Souther and Middle Rockies. 

1842-46: - Serves as guide to John Charles Fremont in explorations of the West. 

CLARK, WILLIAM. (1770-1838)

U.S. Army officer; co-leader of U.S. government’s Lewis and Clark Expedition to the American

West; territorial governor; Indian superintendent. 

1803-06: - With Meriwether Lewis, he co-leads Corps of Discovery from St. Louis, Missouri across the Northern Plains and Rocky Mountains, to Pacific coast, and safely back. 

1808: - Explores western Missouri; establishes Fort Osage near site of present-day Kansas City. 

COLUMBUS, CHRISTOPHER. (Cristoforo Colombo). (1451-1506) 

Italian navigator in service to Spain in the West Indies, South America and Central America. 

1492-93: - First voyage: sails from Spain in search of westward route across the Atlantic to Asia; makes European discovery of the Bahamas, Cuba, and Hispaniola. 

1493-96: - Second voyage: explores the Lesser Antilles; makes European discovery of Puerto Rico; surveys the southern coast of Cuba; makes European discovery of Jamaica. 

1498-1500: - Third voyage: sails from the Cape Verde Islands to the southern Caribbean; makes European discovery of Trinidad and the mainland of South America; explores the Gulf of Para and the coast of Venezuela; makes European discovery of the Orinoco Delta. 

1502-04: - Fourth voyage: explores the coast of Central America from Honduras southward to Panama; marooned in Jamaica for one year before returning to Spain. 

COOK, JAMES. (1728-1779) 

British naval officer; navigator in the Atlantic and Pacific oceans and the Arctic and Antarctic seas; ethnologist. 

1759-60: - Explores and charts Canada’s St. Lawrence River. 

1763-66: - Charts Newfoundland coastal waters. 

1768-71: - First expedition to the South Pacific: explores Tahiti and Society Islands; charts coasts of New Zealand and eastern Australia. 

1772-75: - Second Pacific expedition: returns to Tahiti and NEW Zealand; visits Easter Island, Marquesas Islands, New Caledonia, New Hebrides, and other islands of Polynesia and Melanesia; undertakes first recorded crossing of the Antarctic Circle and circumnavigates the Antarctic continent; explores South Georgia and South Sandwich Islands in the South Atlantic. 

1776-80: - Third Pacific expedition: seeks Northwest Passage from west coast of North America connection the Pacific with the Atlantic; returns to New Zealand and Tahiti; visits Hawaiian Islands; explores west coast of North America from Oregon to Point Barrow, Alaska; visits northeastern Siberia’s Chukchi Peninsula; is killed by natives on the island of Hawaii in 1779; expedition continues under Charles Clerke. 

CORONADO, FRANCISCO VASQUES DE. (ca. 1510-1554) 

Spanish conquistador in the American Southwest; colonial official in Mexico. 

1539: - As Mexican colonial governor, helps sponsor expedition of Marcos de Niza and Estevanico to Indian pueblos of New Mexico and Arizona. 

1540-41: - Leads expedition from Mexico into present-day New Mexico and Arizona; conquers Zuni and Hopi pueblos; his officers reach Grand Canyon and explore Gila, Colorado and Pecos rivers, as well as the Rio Grande. 

1541-42: - Explores Texas Panhandle, Oklahoma, and Kansas. 

FREMONT, JOHN CHARLES (The Pathfinder). (1813-1890) 

U.S. soldier; surveyor; explorer in the American West; senator; territorial governor. 

1838-39: - Surveys region between upper Mississippi and Missouri rivers with Joseph Nicollet; explores Minnesota River and eastern South Dakota. 

1841: - Commands U.S. Topographical Engineers survey of Des Moines River, Iowa. 

1842: - First western expedition: explores Kansas and Platte rivers; charts location of South Pass, Wyoming; climbs Fremont Peak in Wind River Mountains. 

1843-44: - Second western expedition: explores Medicine Bow Mountains of southern Wyoming; unsuccessful in search for alternate east-west route through Rockies; explores Great Salt Lake, eastern Cascades; reaches Pyramid Lake, Nevada; explores Utah’s Great Basin, Wasatch and Uinta mountains, as well as Utah Lake; locates Muddy Pass through the Middle Rockies; charts Great Basin. 

1845-47: - Third western expedition: crosses Great Basin to Walker Lake; crosses Sierra Nevada to Northern California; explores Klamath Lake; returns to California for Mexican-American War of 1846-48. 

1848-49: - Fourth western expedition: seeks route to upper Rio Grande through Sangre de Cristo and San Juan mountains of northern New Mexico. 

1853: - Firth western expedition: explores Wasatch Mountains to Sierra Nevada for proposed railroad through northern Utah. 

HUDSON, HENRY. (ca. 1550 - ca. 1611) 

English navigator in service to England and the Netherlands in Greenland, the European Arctic and eastern North America. 

1607: - Explores Greenland’s east coast; made European discovery of Jan Mayen Island. 

1608: - Explores Arctic Ocean northeast of Norway; visits Novaya Zemlya islands off Arctic coast of R ussia. 

1609: - Makes European discovery of New York Bay and Hudson River; explores inland to Albany. 

1610-11: - Makes European discovery of Hudson Strait, Hudson Bay, and James Bay. 

LEO AFRICANUS (Leo the African; Born: Al-Hassan ibn Muhammed al-Wazzan al-Zaiyati) (ca. 1485 - ca. 1554)

Arab diplomat; early traveler in Africa and Asia; author. 

1507-18: - As diplomatic envoy for the Sultan of Morocco, travels throughout North and Central Africa, the Middle East, and Central Asia. Practically traverses entire width of the African continent. 

1518-29: - Taken to Rome as a captive, where he lives under the patronage of Pope Leo X; publishes account in Italian of his travels in Africa and Asia. 

LEWIS, MERIWETHER. (1774-1809)

U.S. Army officer; co-leader with William Clark of the Corps of Discovery in the Lewis and Clark Expedition to the American West. 

1803-06: - Leads U.S. expedition, with William Clark, from St. Louis to Pacific Coast and safely back; explores headwaters of the Missouri River in Montana; establishes overland route to Snake and Columbia Rivers. 

MAGELLAN, FERDINAND. (ca. 1480-1521) 

Portuguese navigator in service to Spain; commander of first expedition to circumnavigate the world. 

1505-11: - Takes part in Portuguese expeditions to India and the East Indies under Francisco de Almeida, Afonso d’Albuquerque, and Diego Lopez de Sequira. 

1519-21: - commands voyage in search of westward route to the Far East; locates passage to the Pacific at the tip of South America, know afterward as the Strait of Magellan; makes European discovery of the Marianas and also the Philippines, where he is killed in a native attack; one of his ships, under the command of Juan Sebastion del Cano, returns to Spain to complete the first around the world voyage. 

PARRY, SIR WILLIAM EDWARD. (1790-1855)

British naval officer in the Canadian Arctic. 

1818: - Serves as second in command to Sir John Ross in British naval expedition in search of Northwest Passage; explores Baffin Bay and entrance to Lancaster Sound. 

1819-20: - Commands Northwest Passage expedition westward into Lancaster Sound; makes European discovery of the Barrow Strait and reaches as far west as Melville Island; successfully winters in the Arctic, then returns to England, having set a farthest-west record for a westward passage above the Arctic Circle. 

1821-23: - Explores northern Hudson Bay’s Foxe Basin; makes European discovery of Fury and Hecla Strait. 

1824-25: - Undertakes and exploration of islands and channels south of Lancaster Sound in Prince Regent Inlet. 

1827: - Makes an attempt on the North Pole from Spitsbergen; sets farthest-north record before turning back at a point less than nine degrees of latitude from the pole. 

PIKE, ZEBULON MONTGOMERY. (1779-1813) 

U.S. Army officer: explorer of the upper Mississippi, eastern Colorado Rockies and the Arkansas River. 

1805-06: - Ascends the Mississippi from St. Louis to northern Minnesota’s Leech Lake. 

1806-07: - Explores the eastern Colorado Rockies; makes first sight of Pikes Peak; traces the Arkansas River to its source at Royal Gorge; undertakes reconnaissance of New Mexico; is arrested by Spanish authorities and returned to the U.S. 

POLO, MARCO. (1254-1324) 

Italian traveler in Central Asia and the Far East. Son of Niccolo Polo; nephew of Maffeo Polo. 

1271-75: - Accompanies his father, Niccolo Polo, and his uncle Maffeo Polo on a journey eastward from Venice, across Asia to China. 

1275-92: - In the service of Kublai Khan, he travels widely throughout the Mongol Empire, visiting Southeast Asia, Mongolia, and Tibet, as well as the islands of Indonesia. 

1292-95: - Sails from China to Persia by way of the Strait of Malacca and the Indian Ocean; returns to Italy by way of the Black Sea and Constantinople. 

PONCE DE LEON, JUAN. (1460-1521) 

Spanish conquistador colonial official in Puerto Rico; explorer of Florida. 

1493: - Sails to the West Indies with Christopher Columbus. 

1502-04: - Takes part in conquest of Hispaniola. 

1508-09: - Explores Puerto Rico and establishes first Spanish settlement there. 

1413: - Makes European discovery of Florida and explores coast from St. Augustine to Pensacola Bay; also visits Turks, Caicos, and Tortugas; makes first observations on Gulf Stream. 

1521: - Undertakes colonizing expedition to west coast of Florida; is wounded in Indian attack and dies soon after in Cuba. 

POWELL, JOHN WESLEY. (1834-1902) 

American geologist and ethnologist, explorer of the Grand Canyon. 

1855-58: - Undertakes solo explorations of the Mississippi and Ohio rivers in a small boat. 

1867-68: - Leads geology field trips into the Colorado Rockies. 

1869: - Descends the Green and Colorado River into the Grand Canyon. 

1871-75: - Directs government-sponsored scientific survey of the Colorado Plateau in Utah and Arizona. 

ROSS, SIR JOHN. (1777-1856) 

Scottish born British naval officer in the Canadian Arctic. Uncle of Sir James Clark Ross. 

1818: - Leads British naval expedition to Baffin Bay in search of the Northwest Passage, accompanied by his nephew James Clark Ross; explores Lancaster Sound, which he mistakenly reports to be enclosed by a mountain range. 

1829-33: - Conducts a privately sponsored exploration of the Canadian Arctic with James Clark Ross as second in command; makes European discovery of the Boothia Peninsula and leads his men on a sledge and boat journey from Prince Regent Inlet to Lancaster Sound. 

1850-51: - Winters in Barrow Strait as part of the search efforts for Sir John Franklin. 

SCOTT, ROBERT FALCON. (1868-1912) 

British naval officer; explorer in Antarctica. 

1901-04: - Leads British National Antarctic Expedition; reaches Edward VII Land; sets new record for farthest point south until that time; explores Ross Ice Shelf and the Polar Plateau; reaches within 500 miles of the South Pole. 

1910-12: - Commands British expedition that reaches the South Pole from McMurdo Sound by way of Beardmore Glacier; perishes with four others in party while returning to McMurdo Sound base. (Although Amundsen won race to be first to the South Pole, Scott was first to reach it solely by manpower without sled dogs.)
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